& WORLD REPORT

Shares: Report: No Way to Reopen Schools Safely Without Federal Bailout

A new cost estimate from school superintendents shows reopening following CDC guidelines is cost-
prohibitive.

By Lauren Camera, Senior Education Writer

June 8, 2020, at 6:00 a.m.

See chart below and click cost analysis from the superintendents organization and the Association of School
Business Officials International shows that in some cases school districts can expect to spend an additional
$490 per student in order to cover costs associated with purchasing hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes and
other cleaning supplies, gloves, masks and other personal protective equipment, hiring additional custodial
staff and nurses, and more. The additional expenses for an average school district of about 3,700 students
total $1.8 million.

WHAT WILL IT COST TO REOPEN SCHOOLS?

This document estimates some of the expenses school districts may incur in response 1o the COVID-19 pandemic
and as they plan to reopen for the 2020-2021 school year. These caiculations assume the statistics of an average*
school district with 3,659 students, 8 school buildings, 183 classrooms, 329 staff members, and 40 school buses
(transporting at 25% capacity, or 315 students, to comply with recommended social distancing guidelines).
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W TOTAL ADDITIONAL EXPENSES AN AVERAGE* DISTRICT
*’"";zs e MAY INCUR TO REOPEN: $1,778,139
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*Costs will vary by Gistrict depending on many factors, includng regocalimarket price as econonmy of scale (e,
larger districts may have access 1o lower unit costs Because they can buy In nigher volymess and the availatiity of
labor and goads nexessary to comply with recornmended social ditancing and cleaning protocoly. Moded assumes
25% vansportation capacity 1o adhese to soclal distandng guidelines, (Bus Seets would need to guadruple in size
to safely transpoet 100% of studeats undes COVID- 19 circumstances, which is findncially unfeasible for distriers)
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https://www.njasa.net/cms/lib/NJ07000175/Centricity/Domain/1/COVID-19-Costs-to-Reopen-Schools.pdf

